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GOVERNMENT IN THE SUNSHINE LAW 

A. SCOPE OF THE SUNSHINE LAW 

F]otidacs Government .in the Sunshine Law, s .. 286.011, F. .• oom.monly refene<i to as 
the Sunshine Law, pmvi<d .s a tight of aoces.s. to govemmem:al proceedings ,of public bo.ar,ds. ,or 
commissions at both the state .and. local leve]s. The law is equaUy applicable to elected .and. 
appoim,ed boards, and applies t,o any gathering of nvo ,or mor,e .members of the same board to 
,discus ,ome man,er which wiU fore eeably ,come before that board fur action. Members-efoot to 
such boards or commissions are also · ubjecr i;o the Sunshine Law, even though they have not yet 
i:aken offioe. There .are three bask requirements of s .. 286.0I]. ES.: 

(1 ) meetings ,of publk board ,or commissions must be ,open to the public; 

(2) reasonable notioe of such meetings must be given; and 

(3) m.inute.s ,of the meetings must be taken and. promptly reoorded. .. 

The complete text of the Govemment .in the Sunshine Law and rdated stamtes may be 
fuund in Appendix B. 

A consdnnion.a] tigjht of aocess to meetings of ooHegial public bodies is recognized .in 
An. I, s ... 24, F]a. Const. See Frankenmuth Mutual lnsuranc-e Company v .. Magaha, 769 So .. 2d. 
]012, ]021 (Fla. 2000), noting that the Sunshin,e Law "is of both oo.nstitutional and statutory 
,dimension." Virtually .all ,aoUegial puM.ic bodies are rovere-d. by the open meetings mandate of 
th.is ,constitutional provision with the exc.epdon ,of the judidary and the s:r.ue Legisfatur,e, whkh 
has its own oo.nstitudonal provision rnquiring .access. The ,on~y exceptions are those estabUshed. 
by law or by the Constitution. Th. complete text of Art. I, s .. 24, Fla. Const., may be found .in 
Appendix A of this manual 

The Government in the Sunshine Law appHes to "any board. or oommission of any state 
agency or authority or of any agency or authority ,of any ,county, rnunkipal oorporadon, ,or 
polid al subdiv"is,ion." The statute thus appUe to pubHc. coHegial bodi,es. within th-is state, .at 
the local .as weU as s:rate level.. City of Miami Beach v. Berns 245 o. 2d 38- (Fla. 1971). 1'.AU 
g,ov,ern.m .nta.1 emides .in F1orida ate subject i;o the requ[rem, .nts ,of the Sunshine Law unless 
specific-a.l~y ,exempted.~' Sara5ota Citizens for Responsible G01Jemmmt11. City of Sarasota, 48 So. 3d. 
755, 762 (Fla. 2010). 

Th, Sunshine Law is e.qually .applicable to decte.d and appointied boar,ds or ,oommiss.ions. 
AGO 73-223. Sp daJ ,district boards (AGO 74-169) and boards created. by interfocal .agreement 
(AGO 8-4-16) are also induded. An.dsee Inf .. Op. to Martelli, July 20, 2009 (Stat,e .ait Auchotity, 
,cr,ened by statute as a pubUc oorporadon, subject t,o Sunshine Law). Cf Turner v .. Wainwright 
379 o. 2d. 148, 155 (Fh. 1st DCA 1980) , affirmed and remanded, 389 So.. 2d 1181 (Fla. 1980) 
(legislative requhement that oertain boar,d meetings must lbe open to the public does nm imply 
that the board ,could meet pdvatiely to discuss ,other matter·). 
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